MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 7, 2014  
The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday,  October 7, 2014   at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Robert A. Myer   called the meeting to order and directed Lynette H. Nelson, Secretary-Treasurer  to  call roll with the following results:

PRESENT:
  Anthony Daisy,  Vernell Davis, Kurt Kellerman, Bernadine St. Cyr        and Kirk White 
ABSENT:
  None 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Mayor Myer requested a  moment of silence for Mr. John C. “Charlie” Bonnette and Mr. Herman Hammond.  Mr. Bonnette was a former city council member and community leader.  Mr.  Hammond was the father of city employee, Whitney Hammond. 

Agenda Amendment(s)
Mayor Myer proposed the following amendments to the agenda.
Item 7A
Trick or Treat Announcement
Item 7B
Accept engineer’s report  and to add additional drainage under Major                       Parkway

Item 7C
Approval of city contract to bring tour buses back to downtown New Roads and surrounding areas
Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Daisy and Ms. St. Cyr. 
RESOLVED, that the agenda be amended. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Adopt Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting and Board of Adjustments Meeting of September 16, 2014
Adoption of the minutes was deferred.

Engineer’s Report
Major Parkway Drainage Improvements
The engineer reported that he has completed his research on the drainage problem on Major Parkway.  He recommended that  a 52” pipe be installed alongside the existing 48” pipe.  The two combined will alleviate a lot of the water in the area. 

The project is estimated at $25,000.00 and will be complete in 45 days.

Martin Drive Drainage Improvements
Mr. Sumner also reported that he has been looking at the drainage on Martin Drive  and the sewer problems on Berthier Street and Coretta Street.  The surveys have been completed and plans will be submitted at the next council meeting. 

Trick or Treat Announcement

Mayor Myer announced that Trick or Treat is scheduled for  Friday, October 31, 2014 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Accept the engineer’s report to add additional drainage at Major Parkway
Mayor Myer stated that he had requested the city engineers to look at two emergency projects, Berthier Street drainage and Major Parkway drainage.  The engineers have completed the research and as a result he  requested $28,000.00  for the project.  The project will begin immediately. 
Motion by Ms. St. Cyr and seconded by Mr. White and Mr. Kellerman.

RESOLVED, that the request for funding be approved. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Approval of city contract to bring tour buses back to downtown New Roads and 

surrounding areas

In an effort to bring tourists back to the city, Mayor Myer  reported that the city will be teaming with Spiritas Active Lifestyles  to sponsor the New Roads and Old Rivers Tour.  
The tours will feature a cross section of the rich and diverse culture of this vibrant town. The tour will feature New Roads mouthwatering restaurants:  

Ma Mama’s Kitchen, Morels Restaurant & Antiques, Satterfield’s Restaurant, 
Metoyers Creole Spot, and Hot Tails. 
A view of its history will include stops at  St. Mary’s of False River Catholic Church, Alma Plantation, Bergeron’s Pecans,  Lejeune House, and  Poydras Museum.

Shopping venues will include Nelda’s Place, BEE Still, Pointe Coupee Gallery, and B.E. Boutique.
There will be eighteen trips to New Roads  by Baton Rouge groups and six trips to other venues in Baton Rouge by New Roads residents.   
This is a year long contract  and the first tour will   take place in October, 2014.   
Mayor Myer stated that “this agreement will give our city an opportunity to be showcased for many people who would not have had to do so.  It will also give New Roads residents the opportunity to visit other cities as well”.
Mayor Myer requested $3,000.00 to fund this project.  
Motion by Mr. Kellerman and seconded by Mr. Daisy.

RESOLVED, that the request for funding be approved. 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the contract be submitted for council approval prior to its execution. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Mrs. Jeanne Andre – Update on Film Pointe

Mrs. Andre reported that  Film Pointe was organized to address film industry needs.  The organization’s goal was to make it easier to film in our parish or surrounding areas.  She further stated that “our organization formed when we saw the  need to assist and connect film companies with businesses, advisers, craftsmen, landowners, permit offices, law enforcement, and any or all fields needed to produce films in Pointe Coupee Parish”.
The committee was created in November 2013 and to date has:

· Helped two agents from California look for entrepreneurs for a one time CNN documentary

· Assisted with site locations for a movie production

· Met with owners and producers of Emerald Bayou Studios and Impact Media Works, LLC to discuss four films

· Worked with two famous producers from Park Slope Production Company to produce a documentary series
· Currently assisting producers from Half Yard Productions with production of “Filthy Riches” that is already airing on the National Geographic Channel
Mrs. Andre further explained that due to an accident during previous filming, an ordinance needs to be in place that requires a permit.  She has met with all cities in the parish to see if they want to adopt their own ordinance.  City may want their own permit.  In closing, she announced that there was a  vacancy on the committee.

Construction of Kings Highway to Curet Subdivision Evacuation Rouge

Mayor Myer explained that there is a drainage ditch servitude that needs to be cleared.  The public works department will undertake this project and will begin clearing the trees on October 21, 2014. 

State of the City 
Financial Report – In a summary of the city’s condition from January 1, 2011 to the present,  it was noted by David Medlin of Government Consultants of LA that the city is “poised for stability and future growth”.  A second report prepared by Major, Morrison & David  revealed that  city finances are on track with original predictions that were made when the city allocated money and refinanced their bonds.     

Crime Statistics Report - A detailed report on the crime statistics from 2011 to 2014 was handed out. According to the report, crime in the City of New Roads is down 31.81% over four years.

Utility Rate City Ranking - The third and final part of the state of the city is the utility rate city ranking.  Utility rates have decreased  and the city is ranked below the surrounding areas.  

In closing, Mayor Myer stated that the city is “healthy, vibrant and ready to move forward”. 

Report on Harvest Festival

Mayor Myer gave the following report on the Harvest Festival

· Over 500 vendors over the past four years
· $25,000.00 donated to nonprofit organizations
· Over 100,000 to 170,000 visitors to the area
· Economic Impact 
· Donations received have been in excess of $528,000.00 over the past four years
· Cost to citizens has bee $0.00
· Cost to the city to host the festival has been less than the cost to the city to host Mardi Gras
· Music lineup for 2014 will be the  biggest and diverse ever
Update on Douglas Park and Community Park
Douglas Park improvements will be completed soon.  A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held on October 21, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 

Community Park improvements are nearing completion. 

Update on Comprehensive Resiliency Grant
Mayor Myer stated that the city was very lucky to receive the grant.  Funds will be used  to develop a comprehensive plan and update the city’s zoning  ordinance, subdivision regulations and zoning map.  Eighteen requests for the RFP have been received to date.  

City’s Partnership with Baton Rouge Community College on the Welding Classes
Mayor Myer explained that New Roads is very fortunate in that Baton Rouge Community College recognized the city as a place to locate. 
BRCC and Praxair  recently hosted an event on September 25th to introduce a welding training program.  The event was held at the civic center and attendance was over 200.  
Committee Reports
Mr. White reported that the new airport  terminal is complete and the staff has moved into the new facility. 

Ms. St. Cyr reported that the Museum/Cultural Center Committee will be conducting a survey at the Harvest Festival.   
The survey is titled  “What’s So Good About New Roads”  and will be conducted by members and/or volunteers  wearing t-shirts with a question mark on the back.

Council Reports

Mr. Kellerman reported that he had spoken to Jerry Hix regarding the lake drawdown and was informed that the level would be dropped another six inches. 

Mr. Davis thanked everyone for the expression of sympathy and prayers for Raymond Francois.  Mr. Francois was the brother of Donell Francois, a former city employee. 
With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 







______________________________









Robert A. Myer, Mayor  

_______________________________
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