MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 6, 2015 
The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday,  October 6, 2015    at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Robert A. Myer called the meeting to order.  A roll call resulted as follows:

PRESENT:
  Anthony Daisy,  Kurt Kellerman, Bernadine St. Cyr  and Kirk White 
ABSENT:
  Vernell Davis 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Agenda Amendment(s)

Mayor Myer proposed the following amendment(s) to the agenda.

Item 6A
Mr. Don Beard
Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Mr. White. 

RESOLVED, That the agenda be amended.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy,  Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

Davis
On a vote of 4-0-0-1, the motion carried.
Adopt Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 21, 2015, August 4, 2015,  August 18, 2015, September 1, 2015 and September 15, 2015 

The minutes of the above referenced meetings  were submitted for approval.

The reading of the minutes   was waived. 
Motion by Ms. St. Cyr and seconded by Mr. Daisy. 

RESOLVED, that the minutes be adopted in their entirety.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy,  Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

Davis
On a vote of 4-0-0-1, the motion carried.
Engineer’s Report
The city engineer reported on the following:

 LCDBG New Sixth Street Pump Station Application

Work continues on the grant application.

False River Drive Pedestrian Parkway (Plans & Specifications)

Documents have been sent  DOTD for approval.  The bidding process will begin upon receipt of the approved permits. 

LGAP Grant
Equipment specifications will be complete by the end of the week.  
Mr. White mentioned the odor at the Sixth Street Pump Station and asked if there was something that could be done to prevent the odor.  The engineer informed him that he would address the issue with Sal to find out what was used at another lift station to prevent the odor.

Don Beard 

Mr. Beard appeared before the council to request a different action on condemnation of the property belonging to the Hurst heirs.    At the September 15, 2015 meeting, the council voted to condemn the property belonging to the Simon W. Hurst, Estate.  The mobile home located at 703 Parent Street was inspected by the building inspector and deemed to be in bad condition and a hazard to the public.   
Mr. Beard, representing Claude Hurst asked the council to reconsider its decision of September 15, 2015.  The building inspector has re-inspected the mobile home and no longer sees a hazard.  

Motion by Mr. Kellerman and seconded by Mr. Daisy. 

RESOLVED, That the council reconsider the vote based on the building inspector’s decision.

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the decision be effective immediately at  6:30 p.m.  on October 6, 2015.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy,  Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

Davis
On a vote of 4-0-0-1, the motion carried.
Update on Wholesale Power Supply

Mayor Myer reported that at the last LEPA meeting  the request for early termination of the agreement was approved. The RFP process has begun and the deadline is October 15, 2015. 
Mayor’s Report

FHWA Recreational Trails Grant

The city was provisionally awarded a grant in the amount of $80,520.00 from the FHWA (Federal Highway Administration) Recreational Trails Program. 

The  grant funds will be used for the New Roads Recreational Trail and Trailhead

Project.  The project will provide improvements and additions to Morrison Parkway, that will provide safe public access to False River for non-motorized watercraft and recreational swimming via a floating dock.    The dock will  be constructed to conform to ADA compliance.  This will include a handicap accessible transfer system from wheelchair to watercraft and into water.   The city independently installed the initial phase of the floating dock. 
The site will serve as the central location with a trailhead that will include running and cycling routes within the city, as well as connecting to the three existing trails.  The trailhead will also include bike racks to hold up to 10 bikes and a bike repair/service station.  Bike lanes will be created on highways and streets leading to parks within New Roads, tying into existing trails, and routes that are frequently used during triathlons.  Bike racks will also be installed at the two locations, Community Park and False River Park.

The existing trails have been identified as: 

· False River Historical Trail – a 10 mile bike trail around False River that includes 18 landmarks of plantation homes, factories, and churches

· Zachary Taylor Parkway – a 210 mile trail extending from I-49 in Alexandria, through Highway 1 in Pointe Coupee Parish, and ends at I-55 in Poplarville, Mississippi.

· Mississippi River Trail – a 3000 mile trail of on-road bikeways and pedestrian and bicycle pathways 

Request for Funding for Major Parkway 

An emergency request for funding to overlay Major Parkway as submitted in June but funding was not appropriated by the state bond commission.   The city will re-apply by the November 1, 2015 deadline.
Harvest Festival Preparations
Mayor Myer gave the following update:

· 160 arts and craft vendors with a waiting list for additional booth space
· Great music lineup
· New wine room and wine tasting event at Cottonport Bank Community Center

· Food court will be moved in front of the bands
· Kids zone will be located  in the Regions Bank parking lot
· Expanded midway
· Expanded gospel event at Poydras Museum
· Expanded kid zone

· Farm Bureau exhibit at Poydras
· Student/School  Day on  Friday
· Volunteers are needed

Council Reports

Mr. Kellerman requested the legal fees incurred on the police jury road issue.
Mayor Myer reported that the Hurst family had been notified of the council’s decision to rescind the condemnation of the mobile home located at 703 Parent Street. 

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
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Robert A. Myer, Mayor  

_______________________________
Lynette H. Nelson
Executive Assistant/Grants Manager 
