MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 15, 2015

The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday,  September 15, 2015    at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Robert A. Myer called the meeting to order.  A roll call resulted as follows:

PRESENT:
  Anthony Daisy,  Vernell Davis, Kurt Kellerman, Bernadine St. Cyr        and Kirk White 
ABSENT:
  None 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Agenda Amendment(s)

Mayor Myer proposed the following amendment(s) to the agenda.

Item 6A
Supreme Court Decision/Increased Property Tax

Item 8A
Planning & Zoning Commission 

A. Subdivision Request – JB Water Level, LLC – Joseph Langlois

Item 8B
Appointment to Museum/Cultural Center Advisory Committee

Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Mr. Davis.

RESOLVED, That the agenda be amended.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Adopt Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 21, 2015, August 4, 2015,  August 18, 2015 and September 1, 2015
This item was tabled. 

Engineer’s Report
The city engineer reported on the following:

 LCDBG New Sixth Street Pump Station Application

We are continuing with the LCDBG application process for the grant to provide for a new wastewater pump station to replace the existing station. Applications are due in November 2015.

 False River Drive Pedestrian Parkway (Plans & Specifications)

Plans and specifications are completed on this project and forwarded to Michael Domingue with La Recreation Trails Program. Also, application for a Project Permit is being prepared and will be sent along with plans and specifications to Cedric Lacour with LDOTD for approval.

Supreme Court Decision/Increased Property Tax

Mayor Myer handed out a copy of the supreme court’s decision on City of New Roads vs. Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury and Pointe Coupee Parish Assessor, James A. Laurent, Jr.

The State Supreme Court denied by 5-2 vote, the Police Jury writ requesting that they review the ruling of the 1st Circuit Court of Appeal, thus upholding the 1st circuit court of appeals granting of a permanent injunction against the Police Jury increasing the property tax in New Roads. 

This will save New Roads citizens $50,000.00 per year in property taxes. 

Condemnation of Blighted/Abandoned Structures

David James – Property located at 1015 St. Mary Street

Motion by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Kellerman. 
RESOLVED, That the property be condemned and the owner given 15 days to demolish the property. 
A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Simon W. Hurst, Estate – Mobile home located in the rear of 703 Parent Street
Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr.
RESOLVED, That the  property be condemned and the owner(s)  given 30  days to demolish the mobile home.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Angeline Stafford – Property located at 511 Morningside Street

Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Mr. Davis. 

RESOLVED, That the property be condemned and the owner  given 45 days to demolish the property. 
A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Angela M. Edwards – Property located at 501 Rita Street

Motion by Mr. Kellerman and seconded by Mr. Davis. 

RESOLVED, That the property be condemned and the owner  given 30 days to demolish the property.  

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Kevin Jeanpierre – Application for Mobile Home Permit 

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr. 
RESOLVED, That the request for a mobile home permit be approved. 
A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Planning & Zoning Commission – Subdivision Request for JB Water Level, LLC – Joseph Langlois 
Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Kellerman. 

RESOLVED, That the subdivision request be approved. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Appointment to Museum/Cultural Center Advisory Committee

Mayor Myer recommended the appointment of Stafford Chenevert to the Museum/Cultural Center Advisory Committee.

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Kellerman. 

RESOLVED, That the appointment be approved. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Discussion of request for fee reduction from Sewer District No. 1, No. 3 and No. 6

Mayor Myer informed the council that his office had received a request from John Gosserand, the administrator for the above referenced sewer districts, for a reduction of the collection fee.  

Currently, the city is responsible for the billing of and collection from  city water customers who are also customers of the three districts.   The fee charged is $1.50 and Mr. Gosserand is requesting that the fee be reduced to .75. 

Mayor Myer presented the council with a proposed cooperative endeavor agreement with a revised fee structure of $1.00.

Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Mr. Daisy. 

RESOLVED, That the proposed cooperative endeavor agreement with the revised fee structure of $1.00 be approved. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Daisy, Davis, Kellerman, St. Cyr and White  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Mayor’s Report
Trees for Community Park
Mayor Myer reported that NRG Energy will be donating $5,000.00. He requested $2,000.00 for the planting of the donated trees.  
Committee Reports

Mr. White gave the False River Airpark Commission report of September 3, 2015.
2016 – 2020 Capital Improvement Program
The 2016 – 2020 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) was presented for discussion.  A motion by Wade O’Neal with second by Louis Hebert to approve the 2016 – 2020 Capital Improvement Program of airfield improvements/construction/safety projects as presented.  *

Airport Managers Report
Mrs. Chenevert presented information on the CAF Red Tail Squadron RISE ABOVE Traveling Exhibit, detailing cost, involvement, sponsorship, time frame etc. (see attached).  After discussion, it was decided that we move forward to bringing this exhibit to the airport in February 2016.  This exhibit will highlight the Tuskegee Airmen (America’s first black military pilots, how they flew and fought for America, and how they overcame the obstacles they faced).  
School children/youth groups and/or youth organizations will be able to visit at a set schedule during the week at no fee, and the weekend will be open to the public.  
The annual request for Capital Outlay Funding has been sent to the City of New Roads and Parish of Pointe Coupee in the amount of $50,000.00 per owning body.
Press Releases were placed by the Congressional delegation in various publications on the state airports who are receiving federal funding for projects in their districts.

National Aviation Day was celebrated with donuts and coffee offered to the airport tenants and to the flying public.

Michael Hixson, M. Baker International
A motion by Louis Hebert with second by Wade O’Neal to accept FAA grant #3-22-0074-017-2015 for Apron Rehabilitation (Overlay) in the amount of $235,270.00. 
Jay Leblanc, CB&I:  
Mr. Leblanc noted he is in the final state of design for the Phase V: Mitigate Obstruction Decommission Existing Fuel Station and Installation of Above Ground Fuel System, noting a meeting was held between himself, the airport, and LaDOTD.  A discussion was held on location of the system, criteria for the new system, cost of decommissioning the existing system, and bid criteria.

Council Reports

Ms. St. Cyr requested that the timers on the park sprinkler systems be changed.

Mr. Kellerman requested a monthly report of arrests, traffic fines, etc. 

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 7:39  p.m. 







______________________________









Robert A. Myer, Mayor  

_______________________________
Lynette H. Nelson
Executive Assistant/Grants Manager 
