MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 5, 2014 

The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday,  August 5, 2014   at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Robert A. Myer   called the meeting to order and directed Cherie Rockforte, Finance Director   to  call roll with the following results:

PRESENT:
  Anthony Daisy,  Vernell Davis, Kurt Kellerman, Bernadine St. Cyr        and Kirk White 
ABSENT:
  None 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Agenda Amendment(s)
Mayor Myer proposed the following amendment(s) to the agenda.
Item 6A
Request for a $15,000.00 appropriation for a survey of Berthier Street 



to Olinde Street and  Martin Drive,  and to conduct an evaluation of the 



Fazend Street Pump Station. 
Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr.
RESOLVED, that the agenda be amended.  

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Adopt Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 15, 2014 
The minutes of the July 15, 2014   meeting were submitted for approval.

The reading of the minutes of the Regular Council meeting of July 15, 2014   was waived. 
Motion by Ms. St. Cyr and seconded by Mr. Daisy. 
RESOLVED, that the minutes be approved in their entirety. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Engineer’s Report
The city engineer reported on the following:

Mr. Sumner commended the city on the Splash Park.  He  reported that he has surveyed the backup sewer pumps and is  preparing a punch list of items to be addressed.  He also mentioned that he will be assessing the Fazend Street Lift station later this week.

Mr. Kellerman questioned the progress on the curb near the Cottonport Bank.  The city attorney stated that  only “promises” have been received.  He further  stated that a letter  has been mailed to the  contractor and that he will place  another phone call to them regarding the matter. 

Mayor Myer  reported on the amount of trash at the Wal Mart and stated that a letter will be mailed to address the issue.  

Mr. Daisy questioned the status of the  Fazend Street lift station and was informed by the city engineer that the lift station is in need of repairs and the  backup pump is working.

Request for a $15,000.00 appropriation for a survey of Berthier Street to Olinde 

Street and  Martin Drive  and to conduct an evaluation of the Fazend Street Pump 

Station
Mayor Myer reported that the city did not receive  state  funds to repair the 
Fazend Street Lift Station but that there are monies available to repair the facility. 
Capital Outlay Application for Morrison Parkway Dock/Pier Improvements
The city was awarded $50,000.00 for improvements and will construct a concrete dock for a fishing pier.  
Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr.  

RESOLVED, that the award be accepted. 
A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Myer introduced Chastity  Stanford, a new officer in the Police Department.  

Community Park Playground, Splash Pad and Skate Park  - the new facilities opened on Friday, August 1, 2014 and was visited by numerous people over the weekend.  The remaining  park improvements  will be completed in four to six weeks. 
Mr. Kellerman asked if the city  had hired someone to put down the sod at Community  Park and stated that it was not done professionally.  
Mayor Myer replied  that the city employees had put down the sod and that it was messed up because of the rain. 

He also questioned the status of the tree planting and the park’s hours of operation. The hours of  operation will be 10:00 am to 8:00 pm daily and 10:00 am to 6:00 pm during the winter months.

Mayor Myer stated that the skate park is for skateboards and bicycles, helmets are not required and the signage will be in place by the end of the week. 
Mr. Daisy questioned the smoking policy in the park.    
Mayor Myer reported that the  banquet for summer employment programs will be held on Wednesday, August 6th.   He stated that it is a great program and encouraged everyone to attend.  
Mayor  Myer reported that over the weekend, the city implemented a new program that involved meeting with the management team of all  major retail stores.  The meetings included a discussion on how to  shrink the  number of  thefts.  The city will take more stringent measures and over the first weekend, twelve individuals were apprehended for theft.

Mr. Davis asked if the smaller stores have shared their numbers on theft incidents.

Mayor Myer stated that monies  secured through meter reading lawsuit will be used to fund the Fazend Street Lift Station rehabilitation project.

Council Reports

Mr. Davis  commented on the splash park.   He also expressed concern for tall grass at 711 Bernard Street and asked that a letter be sent to the property owner. 

Ms. St. Cyr reported that residents are pleased with the improvements at  Community Park.  
Mr. White reported that the airport terminal building is  complete and the phone lines are pending installation.    An airport commission meeting is scheduled for August 6th and a report will be provided at the  next council meeting.   He extended a special thank you to the  police department and Troy Lecoq for picking up a dead cow in the city limits.
Mr. Kellerman asked if the loose boards on Morrison Parkway were repaired and if Mr. Rinaudo had received the quotes to repair the lights on Morrison Parkway.  He requested that the city engineer  report on the concrete issue on Morrison Parkway at the next meeting. 
George Miller requested that the city bill its residents for the $2.50 drainage impact fee.  He stated that  800 of the 2133 households in New Roads have paid the fee and that he does not think it is fair that the rest have not.  The   surcharge is needed. I’m asking the city to bill it and if don’t trust the jury then keep in city.”  Mayor Myer responded that “ the city can’t legislate people to pay their taxes, fees, etc.”
Mr. Daisy reported that the hydrant located at  Richey and 11th Street is leaking.  He  stated that “he has spoken to Sal Rinaudo and Elie Part about the leaking hydrant.  I knew that the park caused delay but it is time to happen. It’s a hazard to anyone walking on sidewalk.”  
With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 







______________________________









Robert A. Myer, Mayor  

_______________________________
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