MINUTES

CITY OF NEW ROADS CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 16, 2015  
The New Roads City Council met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. Tuesday,  June 16, 2015   at the City Hall in New Roads, Louisiana.  Mayor Robert A. Myer   called the meeting to order.  
PRESENT:
  Anthony Daisy,  Vernell Davis, Kurt Kellerman, Bernadine St. Cyr        and Kirk White 
ABSENT:
  None 

Notice of this meeting was duly exercised and mailed per bylaws:

Adopt Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of May 19, 2015 and June 2, 2015

Motion by Mr. Daisy and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr.

RESOLVED, that the minutes be approved in their entirety. 

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Engineer’s Report
The city engineer was absent but submitted the following written report. 
Martin Drive Drainage Improvements- Neal Construction has filed the Substantial Completion to begin the 45 day lien period.

WWTP Check Valve Replacement- Neal Construction has filed the Substantial Completion to begin the 45 day lien period.

False River Drive Pedestrian Walkway- Survey is completed and we have begun preparation of plans and specifications.

Wal*Mart Turn Lane Improvements at Bank-  I finally contacted Kainen T. LeBlanc of Duplantis Design Group regarding any concrete and soil testing that may have been conducted on the project materials. He indicated that the only project specifications and testing requirements are as shown on the single drawing (see attached).  There was no additional specifications for this project. I am still waiting to receive the results of the soil and/or concrete testing that was conducted during construction. If I don’t hear back from him this week I will call him again.

Application for Beer and/or Liquor License – Mi  Rachito, Flavio Vallejo, Owner

The agenda item was deferred.
Adopt Resolution to renew LCDA (LA Community Development Authority) Membership
Motion by Mr. White and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr. 
RESOLVED, that the resolution be adopted.  

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
City Assumption of Power Plant Operations Effective July 1, 2015
Mayor Myer gave an overview of the plans to transition the operation of the power plant from LEPA to the city. 

He explained that there were  five  options  presented for consideration.  They include:  
1. Close the plant

2. Keep for emergencies only (named storms, etc.)

3. Keep for backup generation for prolonged power outages

4. Keep open as is fully staffed

5. Keep as backup but operated by a third party.

Mayor Myer recommended that the plant be kept for backup generation for prolonged power outages.   He stated that “the  plant is too valuable to close at this time.  The plant will be kept operational   and taken into inventory as one of our facilities”.   
He also reported  that the city would hire five of  the seven plant employees  and that all applicants would be interviewed and given a fair opportunity to “tell us why they should be hired”.

Further discussion resulted in a motion to assume responsibility for the power plant. 

The motion was offered by  Mr. White and seconded by Ms. St. Cyr. 
Mr. Kellerman offered a substitute motion to schedule a special meeting to further discuss the issue and introduce the ordinance at that time.   Due to lack of a second, the motion failed.  
A roll call vote on the motion to assume responsibility for the power plant  resulted as follows:

YEAS:

White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

Kellerman
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 4-1-0-0, the motion carried.
Introduction of Ordinance – Revision in the Electric Rate Ordinance to Reflect a Change to the Power Costs Adjustment

Motion by Ms. St. Cyr and seconded by Mr. Daisy. 
RESOLVED, that the ordinance be introduced.  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a public hearing be held on July 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.

A roll call vote resulted as follows:

YEAS:

Kellerman, White, Daisy, Davis and St. Cyr  
NAYS:

None
ABSTAIN:

None
ABSENT:

None
On a vote of 5-0-0-0, the motion carried.
Change in Utility Billing System Provider

Chase Watkins of Municode Advantage, a division of Municipal Code Corporation,  appeared before the council to make a presentation on his company’s utility bill printing and mailing services. 

Future Operation of Wm. H. Scott Civic Center

Mayor Myer handed out copies of correspondence   between the city and the police jury relative to the operation and maintenance of the civic center.  A  decision on the matter will be made at the first meeting in July.

Update on Electric Meter Conversion Off the Star System

Mayor Myer reported that 55 new electric meters were installed  and converted off  the Star billing system. 

Mayor’s  Reports
Major Parkway Roadway – the city has submitted an application to the state capital outlay program for funds to overlay the roadway. 

New Roads 4th of July Boat Parade & Music Festival  -  The two day event will feature seven bands and is 100% funded by donations.  
Summer Employment Programs –  Mayor Myer expressed his appreciation to the council for funding the programs.  The 2015 programs consists of 40 youth participants and 15 senior citizens. 

Council Reports

Mr. Kellerman requested an update on his request for LEPA records.  He also reported that customers that have paid their utility bill are being disconnected. 

Ms. St. Cyr requested  tree trimming service at  107 Curet Street. 
Mr. Davis announced that his band will be performing for the governor on June 27, 2015.

Mr. White questioned the status of the zoning for Catholic of Pointe Coupee and the payment of the additional monies due to the False River Air Park.

Mr. Daisy asked for an update on the oil spill that occurred on Parent Street and  was informed that the city followed protocol as dictated by the E911 system.  He also requested tree trimming service on New Roads Street, extended an invitation to the Rotary Prayer Breakfast on Tuesday, June 30th, and expressed the need for a team for a parish swimming pool. 
With no further business to come before the council, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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